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I look forward to welcoming and join-

ing this inspirational organization on 
Sunday, July 26, when some 16,500 sales 
leaders from Thirty-One Gifts travel to 
my congressional district for their an-
nual national sales conference being 
held right in Columbus, Ohio. 

As the members of Thirty-One Gifts 
know, when we all work together and 
give a little piece of our heart, we can 
make a huge difference. 

f 

21ST CENTURY CURES 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. MEEHAN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
express my deep appreciation to my 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle. I 
was proud to be part of this body last 
week when together, in a bipartisan 
fashion, we, in strong numbers, passed 
the 21st Century Cures bill. 

Let me tell you why that bill mat-
ters. It matters because of people like 
this. This is a picture of Rhoda Mull, a 
woman that I had the opportunity to 
spend some time with this Monday 
when we sat together for a period of 
time, talking about a number of issues, 
but, most specifically, her life. 

Rhoda is an attorney of some distinc-
tion. She worked with a major pharma-
ceutical firm dealing in complex legal 
issues, traveling throughout the world. 

In about 2007, she began to feel a lit-
tle droop in her foot. It continued to 
move further up. Ultimately, after nu-
merous consultations with physicians, 
she was diagnosed with ALS, better 
known to many as Lou Gehrig’s dis-
ease, and, thus, began the slow, but 
continuing, challenge of the ability for 
her to move about. 

But Rhoda, much to the inspiration, 
didn’t allow this to hold her back. 
Quite the opposite. She embraced the 
challenge of the moment and reached 
out to become a voice, a voice for those 
some 30,000 people in our country every 
year who are victimized by the disease, 
Lou Gehrig’s disease, ALS. She came 
to be a voice for those people. It is one 
of the reasons why what we can accom-
plish with 21st Century Cures is so im-
portant. 

Let me talk for a second about the 
fact that she was a voice. Today this 
body is very likely to deal with the 
issue of something called the Steve 
Gleason Act. 

It is an act which will enable the 
voice recorder that allows Rhoda to 
speak to be able to be approved in such 
a manner that they will not have to 
have these important communication 
tools capped by a rental policy that has 
been part of CMS’ attempts to try to 
deal with the costs associated with 
these devices. 

One of the things that we are work-
ing on is to allow people to have con-
tinued access to these technologies, to 
see the courage of Rhoda, a vibrant 
woman in her mind, but who isn’t capa-
ble of feeding herself or dressing her-
self, yet is able to speak with me. 

Inside this mind, there are tremen-
dous things going on. And as she moved 
to that voice box and communicated 
with me, it inspired me to say we have 
got to continue to fight for people like 
Rhoda, who has been given a voice. 

We must stand here and give her a 
voice as well, to fight for passage of the 
Steve Gleason Act today and to reach 
out to our colleagues on the other side 
of this building to make sure that we 
fight for the passage of 21st Century 
Cures. 

ALS is just one of thousands of con-
ditions for which we have no real cure. 
We have made tremendous advance-
ments in medicine in the last two dec-
ades. There is still much we do not 
know about conditions like multiple 
sclerosis and Alzheimer’s. 

I have some good news to share with 
Rhoda. Just last week the House ap-
proved the 21st Century Cures Act that 
will direct money towards research 
into cures for conditions like ALS. 

It expands lifesaving research into 
conditions that affect millions of 
Americans, increasing the budget of 
the National Institutes of Health by $10 
billion over the next 5 years. 

It cuts the red tape and bureaucracy, 
just as importantly, that stands be-
tween us and groundbreaking new 
treatments and will help train the next 
generations of doctors, scientists, and 
researchers. Millions of Americans 
with conditions like cancer, Alz-
heimer’s, ALS, cystic fibrosis, and oth-
ers stand to benefit from this research. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues on 
the other side of the Senate to get be-
hind this and pass the 21st Century 
Cures Act. I urge my colleagues in this 
House to stand up today and cast an 
important vote in support of the Steve 
Gleason Act. 
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P5+1 NUCLEAR AGREEMENT WITH 
IRAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. WEBER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to speak on the P5+1 nuclear 
agreement with Iran. 

No longer do we have to guess at ru-
mors or wonder what the deal is. We 
now know. We know that enrichment, 
despite earlier promises, will continue. 
We know that the arms embargo will 
be removed. 

We know that the entire sanctions 
regime, covering problems with human 
rights abuses, terrorism, and the bal-
listic missile programs, will cease to 
exist. 

We know that Iran has the capability 
of usurping an anytime, anywhere in-
spections program, thanks to required 
advance permission for each individual 
inspection, up to 24 days sometimes. 

After decades of animosity on the 
part of Iran toward the American peo-
ple, we also know that our Americans 
are still sitting in Iranian prisons. I 
wonder how many 24-day periods they 
have been there. 

We know that Iran still views the 
United States and Israel as their 
enemy, as stated earlier this month by 
multiple members of the Iranian re-
gime. 

We know that Iran’s sponsorship of 
terrorism will continue unabated, only 
now they will have more money and in-
creased market access to ensure that 
weapons and funds continue to flow 
into the very hands of those who wish 
our death. 

President Obama announced, ‘‘Amer-
ica negotiated from a position of 
strength and principle.’’ 

Really? That was our beginning posi-
tion? Well, when did they cease to push 
that position? All I see is capitulation 
to a regime which has repeatedly vio-
lated the terms of the negotiations, all 
the while sitting at the very negotia-
tion table. 

America’s failure to truly lead is 
what has caused both President Obama 
and Secretary Kerry to state that this 
deal had the support of the inter-
national community. 

Obviously, they forget that our 
greatest ally, Israel, is part of the 
international community as well as 
other gulf coast countries. Aren’t they 
all members of the same international 
community? 

Now it is incumbent upon Congress 
to seek answers to a number of ques-
tions prior to finalizing our votes on an 
expected resolution. 

Number one, do we really believe it 
will prevent a nuclear armed Iran? An-
swer: No. Do you really believe it will 
prevent a nuclear arms race in the Mid-
dle East? Answer: No. Do you really be-
lieve that the removal of a comprehen-
sive sanctions program that brought a 
terroristic Iranian regime to the nego-
tiation table in the first place can 
truly be ‘‘snapped back’’? Answer: No. 
Have we lost decades of work? Unfortu-
nately, answer: Yes. 

Do you believe this deal makes the 
world a safer place? As for me, the an-
swer is no. The answer to all of these 
questions is no. As such, I cannot nor 
will I support approval of Iran’s deal of 
a lifetime. 

All I can say, Mr. Speaker, is it is a 
good thing President Obama wasn’t on 
the decks of the USS Missouri to end 
World War II because, had he been, we 
would all be speaking Japanese. 
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CLEAR LAW ENFORCEMENT FOR 
CRIMINAL ALIEN REMOVAL ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, sit-
ting here listening to my colleagues, I 
find it just so incredibly interesting 
that nearly everyone that is coming to 
the floor today is talking about an 
issue that centers on our Nation’s secu-
rity, whether it is our national secu-
rity writ large in the world, what is 
happening in the Middle East, or what 
is happening here at home. 
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